
SOUTH CALDWELL HIGH SCHOOL 
7035 Spartan Drive    ●    Hudson, NC 28638    ●    (828) 396-2188 

May 27, 2020 
 
Dear Seniors and Parents of Seniors: 
 
Congratulations, Class of 2020! We are all excited to be able to enjoy this ceremony together, as it is 
the most important time of the year for our graduating seniors. We are sharing the information in this 
letter so that both parents and students are aware of all the important information pertaining to 
graduation.  
 
With the Governor’s restrictions for Phase 2, we will be following a drive-in style format on Saturday, 
June 6, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. Although it will look somewhat different from our traditional ceremony, we 
are most thankful to have the opportunity to recognize this milestone with you. 
 
If you do not feel comfortable participating in the class graduation ceremony and would prefer to have 
a private ceremony, please contact Mr. Bliss no later than 4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 29th. Graduates 
may only participate in either a private ceremony or the class ceremony, not both. 
 
 
SENIOR AWARD CEREMONY: 
Our senior awards ceremony will be held virtually in video format this year. The video will be posted 
on the SCHS website and announced on social media. 
 
 
SENIOR DEBT/FEES: 
Any senior who has accrued outstanding fees need to email their School Counselor as soon as 
possible. This includes the senior fee of $20.00 and any materials that need to be returned to the 
school (library books, school materials, uniforms, etc). These items can be paid in person in the main 
office between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. or you can pay the senior fee online by going to 
THIS LINK. If you wish to pay in person, you will need to call the school at 828-396-2188 to arrange a 
time to come in following social distancing guidelines. You may also pay in person on June 2nd 
during the material turn in day. 
 
 
GRADUATION: 
Graduation will be held on Saturday, June 6, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. in the South Caldwell High School 
student parking lot. In accordance with the approved drive-in style format for graduation, the only 
people who will be allowed to attend will be seniors and the number of guests who will fit comfortably 
in the same car with them. You are not allowed to ride in the back of trucks or sit in the back of trucks 
during the processional or ceremony.  No large vans, buses, or vehicles that will not fit in a singular 
parking spot will be permitted.  
 
NEW THIS YEAR:  All seniors must arrive on the campus of Caldwell Community College & 
Technical Institute with their guests in the same car following the staggered times below.  

● Last names A - G will arrive at the college at 7:10 a.m. 
● Last names H - O will arrive at the college at 7:20 a.m. 
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● Last names P - Z will arrive at the college at 7:30 a.m. 
 
Upon arrival at the college, please follow the signs to your correct parking location as designated by 
the graduate’s last name in order to check-in with a staff member and receive your parking placard. 
Graduates must be dressed in their cap and gown in order to receive the parking placard. The 
parking placards will have an assigned parking number for where your vehicle will be parked on the 
SCHS campus during the ceremony. At 8:00 a.m. a police escort will be provided for graduates and 
their guests to follow to South Caldwell from the community college.  
 
No car will be allowed to enter South Caldwell High School campus without a parking placard. 
Members of the South Caldwell High School parking crew, along with officers from the Police 
Department, will be assisting with parking. Please follow their directions upon arrival to campus. 
 
Once parked, please stay in your car. Do not get out and congregate in groups. Proper social 
distancing and all other safety protocols will be enforced at all times. Please make sure that your 
vehicle has enough fuel to make it throughout the ceremony. 
 
The stage for graduation will be placed at the bottom of the student parking lot near the field house. 
The ceremony will begin at 9:00 a.m. once all escorted cars have been parked. Everyone will have 
the opportunity to watch the ceremony from their cars with the option to listen via an FM station. 
Caldwell County Schools will also livestream the ceremony. 
 
When Mr. Bliss and your counselor take the podium to present diplomas, you will be called 
alphabetically and escorted by a Junior Marshal who will signal for you to get out of your car when it's 
time for you to move. Please remain in the car until you are signaled to exit by the Junior Marshal. 
Make sure your tassel is on the right side of your cap. 
 
Once in line, your names will be called one at a time to cross the stage and pick up your diploma 
cover. Diploma covers will be properly sanitized before placement on the table. Please remember, no 
handshakes or hugs as we practice social distancing. Once across the stage, please promptly return 
to your cars. All graduates’ names will be recognized, whether they are in attendance for the 
ceremony or not. 
 
At the conclusion of the presentation of diplomas, Mr. Bliss will announce for seniors to step out of 
their cars, pronounce you graduates of South Caldwell High School, and will ask you to move your 
tassel from the right side of your cap to the left. Tradition has it that the reason you place the tassel 
on the right is because you have earned the right to graduate. Moving the tassel to the left after 
graduating is symbolic of crossing over from high school to another stage in your life. He will allow 
you about 30 seconds to cheer, throw your cap, and celebrate after the pronouncement and then the 
Alma Mater will be played through the sound system. Seniors, please continue to stand and quietly 
observe the final playing of this song to conclude your high school career at South Caldwell High 
School. 
 
When the Alma Mater ends, seniors and guests are asked to quickly and safely depart the school 
grounds in order to continue practicing social distancing. Parking attendants will direct traffic, and 
upon exiting students will receive an envelope with their diploma and any other items that have been 
collected (i.e. freshman letters, baby photos, certificates, diploma endorsements, etc). 
 
 
GRADUATE DRESS: 
Students should adhere completely to either of the following dress code options: 
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Option 1: Black slacks, black dress shoes, dark socks, a white button-down shirt, and a dark tie with 
cap and gown. Tennis shoes and boots are not a substitution for black dress shoes.  
 
Option 2: Dress or a blouse with a skirt or floor-length black slacks-- not capris. Low-heeled black 
shoes with a back or a strap on the heel. Personal attire should not be seen above the neckline, and 
skirts or dresses should not hang below the hem of the gown. Collars are optional under this 
selection. 
 
For either option, caps should be worn parallel to the floor.  Students are not to carry purses or 
personal items with them across the stage. Seniors will be required to ascend and descend a set of 
stairs around the stage, as well as walk across the student parking lot; please dress appropriately. 
 
Cap decoration is an option for this year’s senior class. Decoration on caps must not hang over and 
cannot exceed a height of over half an inch. Decoration content must be positive and non-offensive 
to others and meet the Caldwell County dress code requirements for displays of symbols or 
language.  
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Please make sure that your vehicle has enough fuel to make it through the graduation ceremony. 
 
Students qualifying for honor stoles or NC Scholar medals may purchase at a cost of $20.00 for the 
stole, and $10.00 for the NC Scholar medal if they have not already done so. Eligible students should 
have received an email from their School Counselor back in April. If you have not picked up your 
items you can come by the front office during regular school operating hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. You 
will need to call the school at 828-396-2188 to be let in. You can also pay for your items ahead of 
time by going to THIS LINK. 
 
If you were unable to attend the Light Up South Caldwell event and pick up your senior portrait sign, 
you can visit the front office between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. to collect your sign. 
 
We ask that all graduates, guests, and attendees please continue to practice social distancing 
before, during, and after this program. 
 
Graduation is an exciting time, yet it is a formal occasion when we honor students for reaching this 
milestone in their lives. To preserve the dignity of this ceremony and to prevent delays to the 
program, we ask you to refrain from outbursts, undignified gestures, honking, and celebrations. We 
also request all applause be held until the last senior has received his or her diploma. We will take a 
few minutes at the conclusion of the ceremony to celebrate the occasion together. It is our hope that 
this information will help enable us to have a smooth graduation program. Your cooperation and 
assistance is appreciated. If you have any questions, please feel free to call the office at 
828-396-2188. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rob Bliss, Principal 
Dr. Pete Yount, Graduation Coordinator 
Lauren Robertson, Counselor 
Tammy Beck, Counselor 
Erica Hawes, Counselor 

3 

https://osp.osmsinc.com/CaldwellNC/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed%20List%20with%20Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=BB046

